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Volunteers  lauded  at  pier 's  dedication 

By  Tony  Martin  Binford  Watkins.  "We  worked  on  the  deck  Mark  Lone,  nastnr  nf  Firct  rVm^rK 


1.  u.1.^  Mark  Long,  pastor  of  First  Church, 

old  structure  Glendale,  was  on  the  committee  respcmsible 
he  Seaman's  for  identifying  i>eeds  at  tii^assesnbly.n^  saw 
days  putting  that  the  old  pier  needed  work,"  saia  Long,  "so 
we  set  that  as  one  of  the  needs  to  addre%.  We 

could  use  vol- 
unteers  pri- 

f  on  the 

deck. 

up  here 
First  Church, 
'<,^^^^^^^BGulfport, 
and  working 
at  Gulfshore 
two  sum- 
mers,  I  knew 
how 

shore  to 
Mississippi 
B  a  p  t  i  s  t  s . 


Associate  Editor 


Volunteerism  is  alive  and  well  at 
Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian. 

Visitors  can  see  - - ^ - 

—  and  literally 
walk  upon  —  a 
testimony  to  P  _ 
the  hard  work 
commit* 
ment  of  Missis- 
Baptist 

brief  dedi- 
service 

was 

Gul^hore  May 
14  for  the  newly 


'j^X  Since  1877 

•OO 


constructed 
pier,  which 
extends  an 
impressive  340 
feet  into  the  bay. 

Jim  Futral, 
executive  dir¬ 
ector-treasurer 

of  the  Missis-  Board  fMBCB),  and  Barri . 
sippi  Baptist  Gulfshore  Assembl/s  new  pier 
C  o  n  V  e  n  t  i  o  n  deck  section  after 

Board,  shared  - 

remarks  and  led  in  prayer.  Several  voliui' 
teers  who  helped  with  me  p 

The  pier  was  contract* 

Construction  Comi 

August  28,  2000.  The  pier  measures  340- 
by  ^feet,  witti  a  covered,  lifted  platform 


PIER  DEDICATION  —  Jitn  Futral  (left),  executive  director-treasureroyte  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  1 

H),  MBCB  associate  execuflCWnSIBmor  business  services,  celebrate  unc 
volunteers  who  were  primarily  responsible  for  attaching  the  massive  the 
a  contractor  completed  preliminary  construction.  (Photo  by  Sheri  ftipe)  tan* 

^  ^  — - - - - heri 

The  Watkinses  gave  five  weeks  of  work  the  value  of  can^  and  retreats,  "f 
ctat^ded.  at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  in  eiqieriences  go  back  to  my  days 
to  Cypress  Kosciu^o,  "doing  whatever  needed  being  Garaywa.  I  went  every  year  for  fiv 
between  June  19-  done."  Hiejr  have  done  additimial  work  at  an  RA.  It's  through  thateimerience 
fte  Seamari's  Center,  serving  on  the  ships  missionaries  arra!  learnea  about 
iri  port,  taking  sailors  shoppmg,  providing  God  used  tiiose  eiqTeriences  to  lay  i 
'  tone  cards,  and  nthpr  minislripe  H/vt  Cnr  vniv^ao^^r  vmw  1«£m  ^ 


at  the  western  end.  An  8-  by^foot  "finger 

Rier"  for  docking  boats  is  on  tiie  south  side, 
few  pier  construction  cost  was  $143,712. 
Volunteers  were  brought  in  to  attach  the 
decking  (walking  surface)  of  the  pier.  The 
decking  extends  almost  to  water's  edge 
and  measures  40-  by  200-feet.  Volunteers 
used  $14,269  worth  of  materials.  Their 
work  began  in  early  April  2000,  and  was 
complete  in  May  2000. 

Participants  in  the  service  shaded  their 
eyes  from  ttve  warm  coastal  sun.  Several  peo¬ 
ple  present  for  the  first  of  three  Senior  Adult 
Retreats  at  Gulfshore  this  summer  strolled 
along  tfie  pier  or  just  leaned  on  the  railing 
and  looked  out  over  the  water.  Dotehins 
occasicmally  broke  the  surftioe  alcmgsiae  the 
pier,  to  the  deligjit  of  onlookers. 

What  motivates  volimteers  to  give  of 
their  time  and  energies  for  this  sort  of 
project? 

'T  think  prople  are  motivated  by  the  joy 
of  participation,"  said  Futral.  "Just  talk  to 
people  who  volunteer  for  projects  like  tWs. 


phone  cards,  and  other  ministnK. 


tion  for  ministry  in  my  own  life.' 


WhaTs  in  the 
Record 


CWJC  success  evident 


Directions 


It's  a  real  encouragement.  People  should 
get  a  glimpse  of  the  impact  this  work  has 
on  the  lives  of  people  who  come  here.  It's 
not  just  about  boards  and  nails;  volunteer- 
ing^is  a  spiritual  event." 

Binford  and  Bobbie  Watkins  of  First 
Church,  Ridgeland,  volunteered  for  the 
project.  “WeK  members  of  Campers  qn 
Mission,"  said  Bobbie  Watkms.  "Tmit  ptife 
us  in  a  position  to  do  this  kind  of  w(»Ic" 

"We  came'  down  to  the  area  to  work  at 
the  Seaman's  Center  in  Gulfport,"  said 


WCC  honors  students 


^rtda^'School  lessons 

- vlO^ ^ — 


Editor's 

Notebook 


hi^  Mars  millions  of  years  aeo.  I  til  II#  J  if 

ursm  Tests  by  independent  l|  I  J  # 

Tvive  researchers  failed  to  validate  \JI  n  I 

ntual  NASA's  claims,  however,  n  U  J 

^en  and  the  space  agency  was  \  M  n 

since  forced  to  backpedal.  We  I  1  \ 

haven't  heard  much  about  /  J  I  ^|CI^ 

'  bas-  the  rock  since  then. 

■ingle  One  of  the  most  recent 
hJ  in  examples  of  evolutionists' 

«  rush  to  judguient  was  published  in  the  Why  do  we  go  to  such  extraprdinary  — 
md,"  Noventiberl^  issue  of  Naticmal  Geographic  and  foolish — lengths  in  our  attempte  to 
brk's  magazine.  Author  Christopher  P.  Sloan  prove  we  are  evolutionary  freaks  of  nature 
^told  recocted  the  discovery  of  Archaeoraptor  or  simple  biological  accidmts? 
ence.  ItaotUngensis,  anodier  fos^  from  China  that  Maybe  if  we  convince  ourselves  we  are  a 
tw^  purported  to  establish  an  evolutionary  link  product  of  evolution  and  therefore  not  cieat- 
g  the  between  dinosaurs  and  birds.  ed  in  the  image  of  God,  we  can  be  freed  from 

®  .  Sloan  traveled  to  Blanding,  Utah,  where  the  spiritual  obligations  that  go  along  with 

i^olu-  Dinosaur  Museum  own»  Stephen  Czerkas  divine  creation  and  therefore  may  choose  to 
has  mysteriously  come  into  possession  of  live  our  lives  in  any  fashion  we  please, 
lown  the  lone  dinosaur/bird  fossil.  Why  can't  we  just  accept  ttie  trutti  — 

"I've  seen  feathered  dinosaur  speci-  that  God  spoke  frie  universe  into  existence 
pub-  mens,  but  what  Stephen  shows  me  takes  (Gen.  1),  creating  everything  there  is  from 
rigin  my  breath  away.  Its  long  arms  and  small  material  we  canT  even  see  (Heb.  11:3)  and 
er  of  body  scre^  'Bird!'  Its  long,  stiff  tail...  still  don't  fully  understand? 
shed  screams  Dino^url'  "  Sloan  writes.  Let' s  stc^  worrying  about  a  missing  link 

^  ®  missing  link,"  Czerkas  tells  Sloan,  that  doesn't  exist,  and  start  worrying  about 

lual-  Criticism  of  the  article's  conclusions  was  the  millicms  of  souls  who  need  to  fear  the 
over  immediate.  A  closer,  independent  investi-  Gospel  b^re  it's  too  late  for  foem. 

gahrm  ^eded  foat  the  fossil  was  actually  After  all,  shouldn't  we  be  more  focused  on 
been  a  combination  of  at  least  two  creatures  and  where  everyone  is  going  in  the  next  life,  than 
our  not  a  single  evolutionary  miracle.  from  whence  everycne  came  in  this  life? 
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Pornography  is  a  raven¬ 
ous  cancer  destroying 
modem  sodeW-  It  is  Satan's 
corruption  of  God's  design  for 
us  as  sexual  beings. 

It  is  one  of  foe  most  wicked 
and  powerful  weapons  in 
Satan's  arsenal  as  he  seeks  to 
encourage  an  ever-increasing 
sexual  lust  that  enslaves  and 
consiunes  its  victims. 

In  foe  last  quarter-centuiy, 

America  has  been  literally 
engulfed  in  a  polluted  tidal 
wave  of  hard-core  pornography. 

This  shameless  industry  has  set 
its  tentacles  deep  into  our 
national  p^che  and  economy. 

The  1999  revenues  of  porno¬ 
graphic  websites  alone  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  nearly  $1.2  billion.  _ _ 

Some  25  million  Americans  raphy  industry  draws 
visit  cyber-sex  sites  between  money  "than  Hollyi 
one  to  iO  hours  a  week,  accord-  domestic  box  office  iw 
ing  to  a  ^ent  MSNBC  study.  and  more  "than  all  foe  re 
Sex  is  the  number  one  generated  by  rock  and  c 
searched-for  topic  on  the  music  recordings." 
Internet  and  exf^rts  estimate  D^pite  assertions  I 
foat60%  of  all  website  uisiteare  oontRuy,  pornography^! 
sexual  in  nature.  _  victimless  •'Crime  or  s 


pornography  as  normative  is 
leading  an  entire  generation  of 
yoimg  men  to  adopt  distorted 
values  about  their  sexuality 
and  their  views  of  women. 

We  must  not  be  naive  about 
foe  impact  and  presence  of 
pornography.  It  is  in  your  church, 
on  your  street  and  maybe  in  your 
home  —  and  as  dangerous  as 
pornography  is  itself,  it  is  a  gate¬ 
way  to  even  more  grievous  sexu¬ 
al  immoraliW. 

Looking  lustfully  at  a  pwrson 
offends  foe  Lord.  It  is  beyond 
temptation. 

Jesus  warned  us  of  foe  sub¬ 
tle  dangers  of  pornography  in 
Matthew  5:28:  "Anyone  who 
looks  at  a  woman  lustfully  has 


Guest  Opinion 


Porn:  wicked  and 
powerful 

By  Richard  Land,  president 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious 
Liberty  Commission,  Nashville 
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Prayer  needed  for  China  believers'  efforts 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
One  commentator  has  described 
the  recent  spy  plane  incident 
over  China  and  its  continuing 
fcillout  cis  the 
latest  exam¬ 
ple  of  the 
ongoing 
"love-hate 
relationship" 
between 
America  and 
China. 


much  of  the  unreached  minority, 
island.  Pray  also  with  church  lead- 

Pray  that  ers  in  China,  who  envision  tens 
the  Lord  will  of  thousands  of  Chinese 

Praise  up  Christians  committing  them- 

vibrant  net-  selves  to  take  the  Gospel  to  the 
works  of  ends  of  the  earth  in  an  effort  to 
believers  in  reach  out  to  their  countrymen 

diese  cities.  and  beyond. 

•  Pray  for  Pray  that  Chinese  believers 
the  salvation  will  continue  to  be  faithful  to 
of  millions  of  the  vision  God  has  given  them 
rootless  farm-  to  evangelize  unreached  peo- 
ers  who  are  pie  groups  within  China,  and 
moving  into  then  to  extend  beyond  their 
China's  teem-  own  borders  to  other  countries 

ingdties.  and  regions. 

TTiis  year 

alone  more  _ 

t^n  10  mil-  ^ 

lion  people 

l(3,000-prus  ^ 

RACING  WITH  GROWTH  —  The  church  in  China  is  growing  at  a  rate  per  day,  evety  / ^ 
of  one  million  new  believers  per  month,  according  to  one  estimate,  but  day)  will 
the  national  birthrate  is  1 .7  million  per  month.  Will  these  children  of  leave  pover- 
Shanghai  ever  hear  the  Gospel?  (BP  photo)  ty-stricken 

— -  rural  areas  in 

other's  motives  Their  traditional  appearance  search  of  any  kind  of  work.  •  Pray  for  "mass  seed-sow- 

h  other's  power.  and  customs  have  oeen  laid  Tl^  are  c^jen  to  new  ideas,  ing"  in  China,  the  nationwide 

1  its  people  are  aside  by  many  of  the  current  relationships,  and  tfie  Gospel.  effort  by  believers  to  proclaim 
jir  own  destiny,"  generation,  but  they  remain  an  •  Pray  that  tiie  current  ten-  the  gospel  to  large  riumbers  of 
n  observer.  ethnic  minority  group  separate  sions  between  tfie  United  States  people  through  print,  audio 

to  be  recognized  from  the  iWi  major^.  Fewer  and  China  will  not  have  a  r^-  and  video  media, 
as  a  government  tfian  one  percent  are  Cruistian.  ative  impact  on  ongoing  •  Pray  for  the  evangeliza- 
le,  but  individu-  Pray  tnat  the  Lord  will  call  Christian  efforts  throughout  tion  of  some  300  "m^ium- 

hungering  and  out  workers  to  bring  tiie  Li  the  China,  but  rather  open  addi-  sized"  Chinese  cities  —  many 
omeming  mean-  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ,  tional  doors  of  opportunity.  with  populations  of  up  to  one 
Fully  one-third  of  Hainan's  Pray  that  volunteers  who  million-with  few  (or  no) 

1  great  spiritual  population  consists  of  minori-  to  sp>end  this  summer  in  Christians  or  churches, 

hina  among  die  ties.  Another  is  the  Miao,  who  China  to  share  the  love  of 
are  great  oppor-  worship  household  spirits.  Jesus  will  not  be  shaken  by  the 

now  to  share  the  Pray  that  they  too  will  see  situation,  but  will  sense  the 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


PuBUSHED  Since  1877 


WANDERING  —  Millions  of 
farmers,  like  this  man  in 
Shandong  Province,  are  moving 
into  China's  cities  in  search  of 
work  and  a  better  life.  This  ^r 
alone  more  than  10  million 
people  (3,000-plus  per  day)  will 
leave  poverty-stricken  rural 
areas  of  China.  They  are  open  to 
new  ideas,  relationships,  and 
the  Gospel.  (BP  photo) 


US.  President  George  H.W.  Bush  responds  to  an  invitation  from 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  leaders  and  agrees  to  address  the  closing 
session  of  the  convention's  annual  meeting  June  6  at  the  Georgia  World 
Congress  Center  in  Atlanta. 


A  23-fneinber  medical  mission  team  from  Carterville  Churdi,  Pearl, 
travels  to  Honduras  to  work  nvith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Herrington,  inde¬ 
pendent  miasionaries  in  the  capital  of  Tegucigalpa.  The  medical  team  treats 
1,504  patients  and  fills  more  than  4,500  prescriptions. 


Earl  Waldrup,  secretary  of  the  Visual  Aids  Service  of  the  Sunday  School 
'^Board,  announces  diat  Bible  on  die  Table,  the  first  Broadman  film,  will  be 
ready  for  a  prenyer  blowing  at  die  Soudveim  Baptist  Pastors'  Coidirence 
prtor  die  cdni^tion's  June  annual  hieetifig  in  Sah  Ffar*lscO;  ''  ^  ' 
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CWJC  success  evident  as  growth  accelerates 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala. 

(BP)  —  Evidence  for  the 
success  of  Christian 
Women's  Job  Corps 
(CWJC)  is  plentiful. 

Consider  these  facts 
about  the  volunteer-oper¬ 
ated  CWJC  outreach 
sponsored  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  auxiliary 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC): 

•  CWJC  has  grown 
from  five  pilot  sites  m  five 
states  to  157  sites  in  35 
states  in  four  years.  While 
participation  fluctuates 
from  site  to  site,  an  esti¬ 
mated  1,500  women  are 
involved  in  CWJC  at  any 
given  time. 

one-third  *iS^^the*^7ites  SCRIPTURE  AND  TRAINING  —  Bible  study,  as  exhibited  by  these  Christian 
rpnni+pd  89  nrofessions  of  Women's  Job  Corps  (CWJC)  participants,  is  a  foundational  element  of  CWJC,  a 
faith:  75  women,  12  chil-  ministry  of  the  national  Woman's  Mission  Union.  (WMU  photo) 
dren,  and  two  husbands. 


(Reports  from  the  remaining  sites  are  not 
yet  available.) 

This  data  does  not  include  those  who 
made  recommitments  to  their  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ,  although  there  are 
numerous  stories  and  testimonies  of 
those  who  have  done  so. 

•  In  terms  of  employment,  47%  of  par¬ 
ticipants  secured  employment  during  the 
past  year.  Some  sites  record  a  100% 
employment  rate  for  participating  women. 

CWJC  is  more  than  statistics,  however. 
It's  also  about  relationships. 

"CWJC  has  been  successful  because  it 
does  what  Jesus  teaches  Christians  to  do  — 
love  your  neighbor,"  said  Frances  Shaw, 
chair  of  the  CWJC  National  Advisory 
CoimcU  and  director  of  the  Florida  Baptist 
Convention's  women's  missions  and  min¬ 
istries  department. 

"Each  woman  becomes  involved  in  one- 
to-one  encounters  with  numerous  individ¬ 
uals  committed  to  walk  alongside  her  as 
she  develops  life  skills  as  well  as  work 
skills,"  Shaw  said. 

"The  mirustry  shares  God's  love  [and] 
helps  a  woman  accept  herself  and  become 
self-sufficient." 

Sheila  Rogers  of  Dallas  would  agree.  She 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Dallas  CWJC  site  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Dallas  Association.  Her  story 
was  featured  in  a  Dallas  Morning  News 
article  on  Jan.  23  of  this  year. 

Rogers  was  a  drug  addict  who  overcame 
her  addiction  through  her  relationship 
with  God.  After  almost  three  years  in  a 
rehab  house,  she  turned  to  CWjC  to  help 
her  rebuild  her  self-esteem  and  fine-tune 
heHob  skills. 

That  was  two  years  ago.  Todaw  she 
works  for  a  furniture  company  in  Dallas 
scheduling  delivery  appointments. 

"I  hadn't  worked  in  12-and-a-half  years 
and  my  self-esteem  was  at  an  all-time  low," 
Rogers  told  the  Dallas  Morning  News. 
"The  job  corps  made  me  realize  tnat  I  do 
have  value  and  they  helped  me  to  build  my 
self-esteem  and  be  more  confident  in 
myself." 

Rogers'  story  can  be  told  hundreds  of 
times  over,  thanks  to  the  commitment  of 
thousands  of  volunteers  who  work  in  the 
ministry  at  the  local  level,  said  Trudy 
Johnson,  CVVJC  director  at  WMU  head¬ 
quarters  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

"The  primary  strength  of  the  ministry  is 
the  commitment  of  site  coordinators,  men¬ 
tors,  volunteers,  instructors  and  churches 
who  work  togefter  in  a  ministry  or  CWJC 
program,"  Johr^n  said. 

'Their  partnership  cW^tes  a  safe  and ' 


inviting  place  for  these  women  to  come 
and  learn  about  themselves  and  improve 
their  skills. 

"Most  important,"  she  added,  "they 
learn  about  God  and  his  love  for  them 
through  Bible  study  and  their  relationships 
with  the  Christian  women  who  serve  as 
their  mentors." 

Johnson's  overview  was  underscored  by 
members  of  the  CWJC  National  Advisory 
Council,  who  met  in  early  March  for  their 
annual  meeting. 

Their  evaluations  said  the  ministry  is 
"strongly  mobilizing  volunteers  to  be  on 
mission  by  meeting  the  needs  of  poor 
women  throughout  me  United  States." 

The  success  of  CWJC  continually  opens 
new  doors  of  opportunity  for  the  mirustry, 
Johnson  noted. 

Begun  by  definition  as  a  ministry  to 
"women  in  need,"  CWJC  quickly  grew 
bevond  serving  communities  as  a  '^el- 


fare-to-work"  type  of 
ministry,  to  include 
women  who  are  part  of 
the  growing  number  of 
America's  working  poor 
and  their  families. 

Then  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
the  ministry  was  taken  to 
women  in  the  adult  enter¬ 
tainment  industry. 

That  minist^  has  been 
hugely  successful  in  rescu¬ 
ing  women  from  the  adult 
entertainment  industry 
lifestyle,  and  other  sites 
are  currently  in  develop¬ 
ment  based  on  this  model. 

During  2001,  a  pilot 
project  at  the  Louisiana 
Correctional  Institute  for 
Women  in  Baton  Rouge 
will  be  implemented  by 
chaplain  Gary  Sumrall. 

CaUed  "CWJC:  Behind 
and  Beyond  Bars," 
screened  irunates  will  have 
opportunity  to  participate 
lix  months  prior  to  tWir 
by  an  additional  12 


in  CWJC  for  six 
release,  followed  by  an 
months  after  their  release. 

Sumrall  believes  the  ministry  could  "put 
me  out  of  a  job."  Speaking  to  the  March 
meeting  of  the  CWJC  advisory  council,  he 
explained  that  his  prison  has  an  85  percent 
return  rate  of  offenders. 

He  said  he  believes  the  return  rate  will 
decrease  drastically  when  these  women  are 
trained  for  life  outside  of  prison. 

"Christian  Women's  Job  Corps  can  give 
these  women  the  skills  and  support  to  start 
a  new  life  when  they  are  released  instead  of 
returning  to  the  one  that  sent  them  to 
prison,"  Sumrall  said. 

For  more  information  on  Christian 
Women's  Job  Corps,  contact  Trudy  Johnson 
at  RO.  Box  830010,  Birmingham,  AL  35283- 
0010.  Telephone:  (205)  991-4972.  E-mail, 
tjohLnson@WMU.org.  Web  site: 
www.WMU.com. 


Alford 


Lesson  writers 
announced  for 
June  -  August 

Kathy  Alford  of  McComb 
and  Harold  Simmons  of 
Grenada  have  been  selected 
to  write  The  Baptist  Record's 
Sunday  School  commentaries 
for  June-August  2001 . 

Alford,  who  is  writing  the 
Family  Bible  Study  commen¬ 
tary  this  quarter,  is  a  native  of 
Tylertown. 

She  is 
employed  in 
a  wide 
range  of 
fields, 
including 
keeping 
books  for 
the  district 
attorney's 
office,  free¬ 
lance  writing  and  editing,  and 
owning  an  Internet  business. 

"My  most  fulfilling  labor, 
the  one  that  pays  the  highest 
dividends,  is  teaching  fifth 
grade  Sunday  School  at  First 
Church,  McComb,"  said 
Alford.  "What  a  reward  it  is  to 
see  young  people  eager  to 
know  God  and  growing  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord." 

Simmons  will  be  writing  the 
Explore  the 
Bible  com¬ 
mentary.  He 
is  a  native 
Tennessean 
and  is  pastor 
of  Hebron 
Church, 
Grenada.  He 
is  a  graduate 
'  of  Union 
University  in 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary,  and  was  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  churches  in  Tennessee, 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi 
before  entering  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  as  a  chaplain.  After  retire¬ 
ment,  he  pastored  McLain 
Church,  Memphis. 

Simmons  has  written  arti¬ 
cles  for  Biblical  Illustrator, 
which  is  published  by  Lifeway 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
He  has  also  previously  written 
the  Sunday  School  lessons  for 
The  Baptist  Record. 


Simmons 


The  Baptist  Record 


■May  31, 2001 


Productive  Partners 

Just  over  two  years  ago 
Mississippi  Baptists  entered 
into  a  mission  partnership  with 
Ukraine,  a  former  country  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  Now  Ukraine 
is  an  independent  coimtry  of  50 
million  people,  continumg  to 
learn,  grow,  and  develop  in 
their  new  found  freedom. 

How  can  a  state  of  2-1/2 
million  people  be  of  any  he^ 
and  support  to  a  country  of  50 
million/ 

While  our  partnership  is  a 
^iritual  connection  with  the 
Baptists  in  Mississippi  and 
with  our  Baptist  brotners  and 
sisters  in  Ukraine,  we  are  there 
alongside  of  them  seeking  to 
reach  a  population  that  has 
been  covered  in  darkness  for 
most  of  the  last  century. 

Mississippians,  with  a  heart 
for  Jesus  and  a  heart  for  souls, 
whether  in  our  state  or  «uound 
the  world,  have  come  to  Ukraine 
by  the  hundreds  to  help. 

There  are  new  behevers  all 
over  the  country  because  you 
care.  There  are  new  churdies 
started  in  communities  where 


‘Uirecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


there  was  no  church  at  all 
because  you  provided.  There 
are  young  men  and  women 
who  are  being  taught  and 
equipped  in  our  seminary  to 
serve  Jesus. 

As  you  read  this  article,  I 
am  in  Ukraine  on  mission  with 
the  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen  mong  with 
Graham  Smith,  director  of  our 
Church  Music  Department. 

We  have  come  to  sing  and  to 
share  the  good  news  of  Jesus  in 
churches,  concert  halls,  and 
outdoor  settings.  While  it  is  my 
prayer  that  our  partnership  will 
be  a  blessing  and  produce 
much  fruit,  i  am  especially 
aware  of  the  things  of  wmch  we 
are  reminded  ana  taught; 


•  We  must  woric  while  it  is 
daylight  Jesus  told  us  in  John's 
Gospel,  Chapter  9,  that,  "we 
must  work  ttie  works  of  him  that 
sent  me  while  it  is  yet  day,  for 
the  night  comes  when  no  man 
can  work." 

We  have  a  unique,  very 
imusual  opportunity  and  we 
must  not  squander  it.  The  day 
could  come  when  we  are  not 
permitted  to  share  the  Gospel  in 
this  or  other  places.  To  all  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  who  pray, 
give,  go,  and  participate,  I  thank 
God  for  you  as  you  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  foe  daylight. 

•  We  must  watch  what  we 
are  doing.  You  sometimes  can 
see,  literally,  when  you  are  far 
away  from  home.  We  must,  as 


Mississippi  Baptists,  s^  on 
mission  track  wifo  Jesus.  Tnat  is 
our  purpose  and  we  must  not 
be  deterred. 

On  one  mission  trip  to 
Ukraine,  my  associate,  Barri 
hurley,  met  a  Muslim  man  who 
was  was  interested  in  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  Mississippi. 

—  The  man  told  Bcun  that  he 
knew  Christians  and  he  knew 
Baptists,  and  he  trusted  Baptists, 
but  he  did  not  trust  Christians. 

What  foe  man  was  referring 
to  was  his  acquaintance  wifo 
Christians  who  sought  to  be  a 
political  force  rather  foan  a  peo¬ 
ple  of  God. 

Bwtists  need  to  keep  in  mind 
foat  God  did  not  put  us  here  to 
spin  our  wheels  in  political 
maneuverings,  but  to  snare  foe 
good  news  of  his  saving  power. 

•  Wait  for  the  Harvest.  We 
must  be  busy,  sometimes 
planting,  sometimes  watering, 
and  always  aware  that  the 
Lord  is  the  one  who  brings 
about  foe  harvest. 

It  is  to  that  end  that  we  serve, 
share,  cind  sow  so  foat  we  might 
participate  in  foe  great  harvest 
wifo  <md  for  our  Lord. 


MissionsFEST  events  sharing  Good  News 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The 
Stone  Moimtain  area  just 
east  of  Atlanta  received 
some  sprucing  up,  and  a 
healthy  dose  of  foe  good 
news,  as  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)* 
volunteers  from  10  states 
descended  on  the  area. 

Nearly  160  individuals 
drove  up  to  10  hours  to 
weed  emd  plant  flower  beds 
in  Stone  Mountain  Village 
as  part  of  a  city  beautifica¬ 
tion  project,  conduct 
prayerwalks  and  block  par 
ties,  serve  in  ministry  cen 
ters,  perform  light  construe 
tion,  tmd  visit  ^ut-ins. 

Twenty  projects  were 
completed,  said  Linda 
Hokit,  director  of  Stone 
Mountain  Ministries. 

The  Atlanta  Missions- 


"We  need  to  remember 
that  a  person  who  best  hon¬ 
ors  God  is  a  person  who  is 
prepared  to  stoop  tmd  serve. 
We  are  called  to  a  life  of  obe¬ 
dience  and  fellowship  wifo 
foe  suffering  servtmt. 

"We  have  been  called  to  be 
servants,  not  celebrities." 

There  were  plenW  of  ser¬ 
vants  in  town  for  foe  week¬ 
end.  As  she  weeded  a 
flowerbed  in  downtown 
Stone  Mountain  Wlage,  Mary 
Billingsley  of  Pauline  Churen 
in  Nforven,  Ga.,  expressed 
why  she  gave  her  weexend  to 
missiem  service. 

"I'm  here  because  of  what 
foe  Lord  has  done  in  my  life. 
He's  brought  me  forough  a 
battle  wifo  leukemia  and  has 


_  _ _  He  s  brought  me  through  a 

Hokit,  director  of  Stone  GETTING  ORGANIZED  —  Members  of  the  WMU  from  Rocky  Creek  Church  battle  wifo  leukemia  and  has 
Mountain  Ministries.  in  Greenville,  S.C.,  help  organize  a  new  clothes  closet  at  Clarkston  Church  in  sub-  given  me  extra  time  on  earth 
The  Atlanta  Missions-  urban  Atlanta.  The  women  were  among  1 58  volunteers  from  1 0  states  who  partic-  to  see  foe  birth  of  my  first 
FEST,  which  pairs  adults  ipated  in  MissionsFEST  sponsored  by  national  WMU.  (Photo  by  Joe  Westbury)  grandchild. 

wifo  ministry  needs  in - ^ ^  ^  "He  gives  me  str^gth  to 

selected  locations,  was  foe  second  such  foe  life  of  an  inner-city  missionary  is  all  continue  each  day,  and  I  want  to  share  that 
event  sponsored  by  Volunteer  Connection  about,"  Holkit  said.  wifo  a^one  who  asfe  why  I  am  here." 

fko  Rantief  aiiYiliarv.  I.ast  vear  •  At  Clarkston  Chuich.  volunteers  from  As  Billinesley  pulled  weeds  from  foe 


afternoon. 

Throughout  foe  weekend  the  volunteers 
covild  easily  be  seen  as  foev  ministered  in 
their  brieht  red,  yellow,  ana  blue  Volunteer 


selected  locahons,  was  foe  second  such  foe  life  of  an  inner-city  missionary  is  all 
event  sponsored  by  Volunteer  Connection  about,"  Holkit  said, 
of  foe  ^ufoem  Baptist  auxiliary.  Last  year  •  At  Qarkston  Church,  volunteers  ^m 
Qiarleston,  S.C.,  was  the  first  location  to  South  Carolina  helped  Pat  Maddox,  direc- 
benefit  from  foe  WMU  ministry.  Little  Rock,  tor  of  Friends  of  Refugees,  o^aruze  foe 
Ark.,  and  Ifoiladelphia,  Pa.,  wiU  host  similar  beginnings  of  a  thrift  shop  during  foe  day 
events  in  June  and  Octeber  of  fois  year.  and  tutored  children  from  Bosma  in  foe 

Among  Ws  spring's  Stone  Mountain  afternoon, 
ministries:  Throughout  foe  weekend  the  volunteers 

•  At  Indian  Creek  Church,  volunteers  could  easily  be  seen  as  foev  ministered  in 

helped  Joe  and  Margaret  Coon  in  foe  their  bright  red,  yellow,  and  blue  Volunteer 
church's  ministry  center.  They  updated  a  Conneebon  T-shirts.  They  shared  foe  gospel 
database,  sorted  clothes,  worked  wifo  chil-  as  residents  stopped  to  ask  them  where  foey 
dten  who  attend  foe  Indian  Creek  Christian  were  from  and  what  they  were  doing. 
School,  and  conducted  a  block  party.  In  addition  to  foe  minist^  projects,  foe 

•  Over  at  foe  Memorial  Drive  Center,  volunteers  also  participated  in  two  wor- 
volunteers  ministered  alongside  Reggie  ship  rallies.  At  tne  rally,  Barbara  Cumutt, 
Robbins  to  organize  a  clothing  closet,  mAe  Georgia  WMU  executive  director-treasurer, 
visits  in  foe  community,  and  conduct  a  summed  up  foe  reason  for  Baptist  men  and 
prayerwalk  outside  a  crack  house.  They  women  to  be  on  mission.  ^ 

also  completed  yard  work  and  spruced  up  "There  is  a  definite  relationship 
a  prayer  garden.  between  joy  and  servanthood,"  she  said. 

•  At  Stewart  Center,  volunteers  helped  "If  indeed  Jesus  performed  foe  role  of  a 
Alirp  White  oaint  a  home  in  foe  neighbor-  servant  and  if  indeed  he  modeled  an  atti- 


•  At  Qarkston  Chuich,  volunteers  from  As  Billingsley  pulled  weeds  from  foe 
South  Carolina  hel^  Pat  Maddox,  direc-  dry  soil,  Ted  and  Martha  Marcum  from 
tor  of  Friends  of  Refugees,  o^anize  foe  Spring  yalley  (Cfoio)  Church  prayerwalked 
beginnings  of  a  thrift  shop  during  foe  day  in  foe  distance. 

and  tutored  children  from  Bosma  in  foe  "We  are  here  because  this  is  where  we 
afternoon.  felt  God  wanted  us  to  be  —  out  of  foe 


were  from  and  what  they  were  doing. 

In  addition  to  foe  ministty  proj^ts,  foe 
volunteers  also  participated  in  two  wor¬ 
ship  rallies.  At  tne  rally,  Barbara  Cumutt, 


church  building  and  into  foe  world,  doing 
missions.  We  are  a  very  small  church  and 
we  feel  like  this  experience  will  motivate 
others  in  our  congr^ation  to  go  on  future 
mission  trips,"  said  Ted  Marcum. 

After  sharing  a  tract  wifo  a  mother  and 
child  sitting  in  foe  shade  of  a  large  oak  tree, 
Barbara  Cass  of  College  Road  Church  in 
Ocala,  Fla.,  took  a  bre^  from  her  prayer- 


Georgia  WMU  executive  director-treasurer,  walk  to  explain  her  reason  for  being  away 
summed  up  foe  reason  for  Baptist  men  and  from  foe  comforts  of  home, 
women  to  be  on  mission.  "We  just  got  tired  of  talking  about  mis- 

"There  is  a  definite  relationship  sions  and  wanted  to  branch  out  and  actual- 


Alice  White  paint  a  home  in  foe  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  pQivided  other  jqainistry  services. 
-."One  volunteer  wrote  in  her  evaluation’ 
that  she  really  received  a  picture  of  what 


women  to  be  on  mission. 

"There  is  a  definite  relationship 
between  joy  and  servanthood,"  she  said. 
"If  indeed  Jesus  performed  foe  role  of  a 
servant  and  if  indeed  he  modeled  an  atti¬ 
tude  toward  life  that  was  self-giving,  we 
shouia*  ^  Jesus  said,  'Look  at 

me,  watch  what  1  do.'  * 


ly  do  something,"  Cass  said. 

For  more  information  on  foe  June  and 
October  MissionsFEST  projects,  call 
Volunteer  Connection  at  (2()5)  Wl-4097  or 
visit  wv^.  wmu.com/mirristry  /  volun- 
teef /missionsfest.html. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repenL) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  ^God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


May  31,2001- 
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serves  as  associate  Crawford  and  tite  fourth  grade  Sunday  School  class  of  First  Church,  Jackson 
youth  minister  at 

Olive  Branch  Church.  He  was  a  Fairview  Church,  Indianola,  of  deacons;  Stacey  Blake,  pastor; 
member  of  Center  Ridge  ordained  Daniel  Kunefke  as  dea-  Kui^efke  and  his  wife  Elizabeth; 
Church,  DeKalb,  before  mov-  con  on  Mardi  4.  Hctured  (from  and  C.H.  and  Janice  Kunefke, 
ing  to  attend  Baylor  Univeristy  left)  are  Max  Hodges,  chairman  parents  of  Daniel  Kunefke. 
in  Waco,  Tex.  Rex  Bland  is  pas- 


Roseland  Park  Church, 
Picayune,  recently  honored 
Diana  Frierson  on  her  20th 
anniversary  as  church  secre¬ 
tary.  Frierson  was  presented 
with  a  bouquet  of  roses,  a 
framed  picture,  and  a 
Christian  cruise.  A  former  pas¬ 
tor,  Gene  Smith  of  Katy,  Tex., 
was  the  guest  speaker. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Melvin 
Kuhimann,  personnel  commit¬ 
tee  chairman;  Frierson;  and 
John  G.  Brock,  pastor. 


Church. 
Pictured 
(from  left) 
are  Kenneth 
Kelly,  pastor; 
Logan;  and 
Don  McCain, 
Logan's 
father-in- 
law. 


Daniel  Church 
hosts  summer 
-celebration 


Kelly,  Logan,  and  McCain 


Crossroads  (Newton);  Jime  3-  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Matt  DeBord, 
6;  Sunday,  church  dedicates  ser-  Carthage,  speaker;  Keith 
vice,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mcwi.,  Fulton,  pastor. 
youtt\  service,  6  p.m.,  regiilar  ser- ' 

vice,  7  p.m.;  Tues.-Weo.  7  p.m.;  Coila,  (Carroll):  May  31- 
Frank  Harmon,  Mississippi  June  3;  Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Baptist  Cemvention  Board,  evan-  Sunday,  11  a.m.  followed  by 
geust;  Pat  Natiems,  pastor.  limch  in  the  fellowship  hall; 

afternoon  singing  Donme  Guy, 

Park  Haven,  Laurel:  June  Gulfport,  evangelist. 

10-13;  Svmd^,  10:35  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Tues.,  7  p.m.;  Wed., 

7  p.m.  followed  by  dinner;  D.J. 

Benson,  Salem  Heists  Church, 
evangelist;  Rormie  Cottineham, 
music  evangelist;  Jim  Iralliet, 
pastor. 

UniW/  Georgetown:  June  1- 
3;  Fri.-^t.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  10 
a.m.  and  1  p.m.;  Harold 
McLendon,  Gallman  Church, 
guest  speaker;  Jerome 
McLendon,  pastor. 

ML  Carmel,  Edinburc  June 
3-8;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 


Hodges,  Blake,  and  The  Kunefkes 


Daniel  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  will  host  Summer 
Celebration  —  First  Mondays, 
at  7  p.m.  on  June  4,  July  2,  and 
August  6.  Guest  speaker  for 
June  4  is  Kermit  McGregor, 
president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  and  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Mendenhall. 
Slated  to  speak  on  July  2  is  Hal 
Kitchings,  pastor  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton. 
Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jackson,  will  be  the 
speaker  on  August  6.  For  more 
information,  contact  the 
church  at  (601)  376-4100. 
Church  web  site:  www.daniel- 
baptist.org. 


ifc  llntm  'University 


Pastors’  School 


PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  Harrison 
County.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Robimwood  Baptist  Church, 
P.a  ^  5M,  Saucier,  MS  39574. 
POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  full-tinne  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and  youth.  Housing  avail¬ 
able.  Thirty  minutes  away  from 
Memphis.  Send  resume  to  Slayden 
Baptist  Church,  2534  Highway  72, 
Lamar,  MS  38642  or  call  (662)  252-4559 
or  (662)  252-4520;  fax  (662)  252-5248; 

e-nnail  sbchurch^dixie-net.com. _ 

CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  IN  SUN¬ 
DAY  SCHOOL  seeks  full-time  or  bi- 
vocational  associate  pastor/minister  of 
music  and  youth.  Please  send  resume 
to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old 
Hwy  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180  or  fax 

(601)  636-7574. _ _ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH/MUSIC  MINISTER 
in  Neshoba  County.  Send  resumes  to 
Beatline  Baptist  Church,  Search 
Committee,  12345  Road  505, 
Phil^phia;  MS  39350.  Daytime  (601) 
656-3653,  leave  message. 


|uly  30-August  2,  2001 

Cdl  731.661.5160  for 
r^istration  infomuition 
sfoiumdbjThe 

R.G.  Ltt  Cttutr fir  Christum  Ministries 

Sfetkm  jtr  ths  hstsm' Schml  nthdr  Dr.  Henry  BUckehjs  Dr.  Mtrt  CeUmnn, 
Dr.  &Mts.  SemShmut  Dr.  Bretk  BmUkner  and  Dr.  HeiPte 


Transportation  South,  Inc 


The  Church  Bus  Company 
1-800-367-9463 
1-205-663-2287 
*  12-49  jxjssengers 
.  *  CDL  gnd  non-CDL  ,* 


UNION 

;  UNIVERSITY 


We'buy  buses 

commerclalsales@transportatlonsouth.com 
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David  Earl  Robinson  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
April  22  by  Beulah  Church, 
Newton  County.  Robinson  is 

Raster  of  Rock  Creek  Church  in 
fewton  County.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Bill  Freeman,  pastor  of 
Mt.  Nebo  Church,  Newton 
County;  Byron  Howell,  pastor 
of  Beulah  Church;  Robmson; 
and  Robinson's  wife  Sonya. 


Seanlblor 
Sn,  pastor  of 
O  a  K  1  a  n  d 
Church, 
Walnut,  has 
received  his 
masters  of 
theology 
degree  from 
A  p  d  e  r  - 
Ibtor  sonville 


Freeman,  Howell,  and  the  Robinsons 


Seminary, 
Camilla,  Ga. 

First 
Church, 
Kosciusko, 
ordained 
David 
Hudson  (cen¬ 
ter)  as  deacon 
on  May  13. 
Picturea  with 
Hudson  are 
Barry  C. 
Corbett  Geft), 

Easter  and 
[udson's 
wife  Christy. 


Corbett  and  the  Hudsons 


William  Carey  College  honors  top 
theatre,  communication  students 


The  William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  department  of  theatre 
and  communication  recently 
honored  students  at  its  2001 
Awards  Dinner  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

Zack  Brown,  a  senior  theatre 
major  from  Tupelo,  received 
the  theatre's  highest  award. 
Most  Valuable  Member  of 
Serampore  Players,  as  well  as  a 
technical  achievement  award 
for  lighting  designs,  Emanueal 
Buckfey,  a  senior  theatre  major 
from  Hattiesburg,  received  the 
Joe  DeKalb  Roberts  Memorial 
Award.  • 

Amanda  Bass,  a  history 
major  from  Ft.  Walton  Beach, 
Fla.,  was  presented  a  debate 
award.  -  Karen  Bowlby,  a 
sophomore  theatre  major 
from  Zachary,  La.,  was  award- 

Aia  your  seniors  tired  o( 
crsMling  over  the 

HUMP?  The  soUion  k 
a  15-passenger  van 
wtt)  an  aisie,  raised  roof 

a  eiedric  slap. 

CM  HMMi  Wi  a  Bus  UM  saMMBS 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
vww.trt-stalavanbusxani 


ed  the  Bob  Crumpton 
Memorial  Scholarship. 

Joseph  Brack,  a  senior  the¬ 
atre  major  from  Whitman, 
Mass.,  received  an  Acting 
Achievement  Award  and  was 
recognuted  with  a  citation  for 
achievement  in  technical  the¬ 
atre  for  costume  design.  Denise 
Cakgan,  a  jimior  theatre  major 
from  Carriere,  and  Chnt 
Thomp^n,  a  sophomore  the¬ 
atre  major  from  Columbia,  were 
awarded  the  Joyce  Quave 
Roberts  Memori^  Scholarship. 

Seimantha  Cottrell,  a  semor 
biology  major  from  Crystal 
flings,  received  the 
Cnrector's  Award  for  Forensics. 
Frankie  Glennis,  a  senior  com¬ 
munication  major  from 
Summit,  was  recognized  with  a 
debate  award. 

Chad  Hampton,  a  junior 
communication  major  from 
Brandon,  was  recognized  with 
an  Achievement  in  Public 
Address  Award.  Jarrod 
Hegwood,  a  senior  theatre 
major  from  Hammond,  La., 
received  an  Acting 

Achievement  Award. 


VAN  SEATS  FOR  SALE!  Four  seats  that 
fit  1994  to  1998  model  15  passenger 
Dodge  van;  $275.  Call  (601 )  825-0605. 
■RANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th 
and  7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and 
cocoa.  $100.00  daily.  Register  for  free 
return  trip.  Accommodates  large 
groups.  Call  early  for  reservations 

(662)  746-4632.  _ 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 

(800)  830-0583. _ 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601 ) 

948-3391.  Since  1965. _ 

INTBUOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED  CLASS 
STUDIO:  Custom  church  windows. 
Columbus  -  loll  free  (877)477-1899. 


CUSTOM  STAINED  windows 

k>r  churches  and  hbrnM.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970.  . 


REACH  THE  WORLD  TRAVEL. 

Established,  experienced  travel  agerKy 
offering  group  mission  travel  spe¬ 
cial  rates.  (800)  277-2001 . 

www.ReachTheWorldTravel.com. _ 

UNIQUE  NEW  FUND  RAISER.  Sell 
charming,  nostalgic  Heirlooms  of 
Tomorrow.  Personalized  Bible  book¬ 
marks.  Free  sample  &  details.  John  D. 
Eagan,  4032  Franklin  Ave.,  New 

Orieans,  LA  70122. _ 

SEEKING:  DYNAMIC,  CROWING, 
Southern  Baptist  Church  in  northern 
Kentucky  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
adult  education.  Strong  cxganizational 
and  management  skills  arxl  a  desire  to  be 
a  part  of  a  strong  ministry  team  are 
required.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Florence  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  456, 
Florence,  KY  41022-0456,  ATTN:  Karen 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery^  Quitrx^n, 
Miss!,  phor>e  (feOI )  776-661 7'. 


Jonathan  Hill,  a  junior  the¬ 
atre  major  from  ^utnaven,  was 
awarded  the  Mark  Wilkteson 
Memorial  Scholarship,  as  well 
as  £m  Acting  Achievement 
Award.  Kelly  James,  a  senior 
theatre  major  from  Meridian, 
was  recognized  with  the  R.  E. 
Cromis  I  Memorial  Scholarship, 
cmd  a  technical  achievement 
citation  for  costume  design. 

Kristina  Lucka,  a  junior 
theatre  major  from 
Bratislava,  Slovakia,  received 
the  Obra  L.  Quave  Theatre 
Award.  Josh  Penot,  a  junior 
theatre  major  from  Gulfoort, 
was  awarded  the  Doris 
Schneider  Scholarship. 

Candace  Rose  Perez,  a 
senior  theatre  major  from 
Ocean  Springs,  was  recognized 
wite  an  Acting  Achievement 
Award.  Jessica  Pinion,  a  junior 
communication  major  from 
Rorence,  received  the  Novice 
Forensics  Award. 

Matthew  Smith,  a  junior 
theatre  major  from  McComb, 
was  presented  the  forensics 
award  for  or2il  interpretation. 
Hannah  Willcerson,  a  seiuor 
theatre  major  from  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  received  an  Acting 
Achievement  Award. 

Beth  Winter,  a  jimior  the¬ 
atre  major  from  Tupelo,  was 
presented  an  Acting 
Achievement  Award. 


PosmoM  Availablb: 
Houbbpabbmtb 

Christian  married  cotq;>le  needed 
to  care  for  abused  and  neglected 
children  in  group  home 
Minimal  requirements:  hi^  school 
diploma,  teachable,  flcAihit 
sfiirit,  enagedc. 

Salary  and  benefit  package.  Please 
contact  Nancy  Hungerford 
for  mow  InforinBrinn: 


«r  -V  A 
7n  j 
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Bames  Crossing,  Saltillo: 

June  4-8;  6:30-8:30  p.m.;  J.D. 
Jc^uison,  pastor. 

Inunanuel  (Panola):  June  3, 4 
p.m.,  preparation  day;  June  4^; 
7-9  p.m.;  classes  for  all  ages;  June 
10,  Family  Nigjit;  Jerry  Red,  VBS 
director;  Eugene  Howell,  pastor. 


Hist  Church,  Edinburg:  June 
2,  registration,  2  p.m.;  June  4-8; 
Bible  school,  6:50  p.m.;  Billy 


Bible  school, 
Henry,  pastor. 


Wayside,  Vicksburg:  June  4- 
8;  8:30-11:30  a.m.;  ages  tluee 
tluough  6th  grade;  Larry  W. 
Hagg^,  pastor. 

Faidi,  Jackson:  June  4-8;  8:30- 
ll'JO  a.m.;  kindergarten  ttuougjr 
6tf\  grade. 

Betihany,  Bay  Springs:  June  4- 
8;  6  p.m.-«:30  p.m.;  ages  three 
duough  6dt  grade. 


Highl 

Fun  Day 
a.m .-2  p 
schix)!,  8: 


lighland,  Natchez:  June  9, 
Day  aiKl  pre-registration,  1() 
p.m.;  June  11-15,  Bible 
,  8:30-11:45  ajn. 


Au  Sizfs. 

Sales^^^nd  Rentals 


U  \;m  I  C('!  ;  I  c.i  \i  \'  ' 


Blue  Mountain 
College  (BMC) 
named  Imogene 
Hardon  (left) 

Outstanding  Faculty 
Member  of  the  Year. 

Pictured  with 
Hardon  is  Harold 
Fisher,  president  of 
BMC. 

Mississippi 
College  (MC)  has 
received  notification 
that  the  graduate 
level  counseling  and 
therapy  programs 
offered  ■  by  the 
department  of  psy¬ 
chology  and  coun¬ 
seling  have  been 
awarded  accredited  status  by 
the  Council  for  the 

Accreditation  for  Counseling 
and  Related  Educations 

Programs  (CACREP).  MC's 
programs  in  marriage  and  fam¬ 
ily  counseling/ therapy,  mental 
health  counseling,  and  school 
counseling  were  each  recog¬ 
nized  with  this  status. 


William  Carey  College  (WCO  student  William  E.  Rushing  (center) 
of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  has  been  awarded  the  2001  William 
Clawson  Scholarship  for  academic  achievement  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Board  of  Ministerial  Education.  Congratulating  Rushing  are 
WCC  professor  emeritus  William  Clawson  (left)  and  Daniel  Caldwell, 
dean  of  the  Cooper  School  of  Missions  and  Biblical  Studies  at  WCC. 
Rushing  plans  to  attend  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  the  fall. 


\  ns  n\i 


Hardon  and  Fisher 

I 

Mississippi  College  (MC) 
will  welcome  new  students  to 
the  Clinton  campus  in  July  for 
orientation.  Transfers  are  invit¬ 
ed  July  6-7,  and  freshmen  July 
13-14,  to  meet  with  advisors, 
register  for  classes,  spend  the 
night  on  campus,  and  learn 
more  about  the  social,  spiritual, 
and  academic  activities  avail¬ 
able  at  MC.  For  new  students 
whose  schedules  prevent  them 
from  attending  on  these  dates, 
another  orientation  will  be 
held  on  August  27.  For  more 
information,  contact  Chad 
Phillips,  director  of  admis¬ 
sions,  P.O.  Box  4026,  Clinton, 
MS  39058.  Telephone:  (601) 
925-3800  or  (800)  738-1236.  E- 
mail:  admissions@mc.edu. 


Liberty,  Carrollton:  Jime  3; 
worship,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds  and  after¬ 
noon  singing;  James  Breeland, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker; 
Riley  Aimwortii,  pastor. 

Southside,  Lucedale:  June  3; 
worship,  10  a.m.  followed  by 
diimer  on  the  grounds;  pr*iise 
and  worship  led  by  Curtis 
Leggett  and  John  Edwards,  for¬ 
mer  pastor;  afternoon  service, 
1:30  p.m.;  Tony  Byrd,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Florence:  June  3; 
Sunday  Sdi^l,  10  a.m.;  worship, 
11  a.m.;  afternoon  singing  featur¬ 
ing  the  Cases,  hfeiderdiall; 
Chiles  Moore,  pastor,  ^aker. 

Clifton  (Scott):  June  3; 
Sund^  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  diimer  on  the 

runds;  William  H.  Perkins, 
editor.  The  Baptist  Record, 
guest  speaker. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
,  -1  •800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Mississippi  College 
^C)  School  of  Law  joined 
forces  with  Jackson  law  firm 
Forman,  Peny,  Watkins, 
Krutz  and  Tardy,  as  well  as 
First  Church,  Jackson,  to 
build  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  home  during  a 
"Blitz  Bufld"  week.  The  idea 
for  th§  project  was  initiated 
by  the  students  at 
MC  Law  School, 
who  raised  $11,000 
and  partnered  witti 
the  Jackson  law  firm 
and  First  Church  to 

?rovide  the  labor. 

he  law  firm  and 
First  Church  con¬ 
tributed  $32,000  for 
the  prefect. 

Mississippi  College 
(MC)  recognized  retiring 
faculty  and  staff  recenfly 
in  honor  of  their  years  of 
service.  Those  retiring 
from  the  college  this  year 
are  Charles  Davis,  pro¬ 
fessor,  department  of 
Christian  studies  and 

ghilosophy;  Charles 
dward  Felder,  professor 
in  the  school  of  educa¬ 
tion,  department  of  psy¬ 
chology  and  counseling; 

John  Wallis  Legg,  profesr 
sor  and  chair  of  the 
department  of  chemistry, 
and  Sue  B.  Hoggatt,  staff 
member  in  the  accounts 
payable  department. 


H()\ii  (  ( )\ii\(.s 


Indian  Springs,  Petal:  June 
3;  Sunday  SchooL  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch;  afternoon 
service  featuring  FAITH  of 
Petal,  1:30  pjn.;  Jerry  Corley, 
former  member  md  pastor  of 
Midway  Church,  Panama  City, 
Fla.,  speaker;  Jeff  Corley,  music. 

Center  Hill,  Hamilton:  June 
3;  Sunday  Sdiool,  9:45  a.m.; 
memorial/worship  service,  11 
a.m.;  covered  dish  lunch;  after¬ 
noon  singing,  1:15  p.m.  with 
The  Messengers;  James  M. 
Towery,  pastor. 

Coila  (Carroll):  June  3;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  afternoon  singing 


William  Carey  College 

(WCC)  senior  rehgion  major 
Benjimen  Sessums  (left)  of  Lena 
recently  received  a  scholarship 
from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education. 
Pictured  with  Sessums  is 
Daniel  Caldwell,  dean  of  the 
Cooper  School  of  Missions  and 
Bibhcal  Studies  at  WCC. 


Sessums  and  Caldwell 


with  the  Jubilettes,  Mer  Rouge, 
La.;  Donnie  Guy,  Gul^ort, 
guest  speaker. 

Union,  Brookhaven:  Jime 
10;  Simday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  li  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 

froimas;  afternoon  singing, 
:30  p.m.  featuring  the  Joe 
Cook  Family;  Wiley  Reid,  guest 
speaker;  John  Fisk  Sr.,  interim 
pastor. 

Smyrna,  Hazlehurst:  Jime 
3,  worship,  11  a.m.;  Mike 
McKee,  guest  speaker;  noon 
meal  in  fellowsl^  hall;  after¬ 
noon  singing,  1:3(J  p.m.  featur¬ 
ing  In  His  Honor;  Darrell 
White,  pastor. 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 


We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay  Discount 
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Baptist  Collccp  News 


Glade  Church,  Laurel,  will  host  Trevor  Association  will  participate  in  the  ^ 

Thomas  of  Trevor  Thomas  Drama  celebration.  For  more  information  H 

Ministries,  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  10  at  7  p.m.  call  (662)  647-5350. 

Mike  Thompson  is  pastor. 

Southside  Church,  :  i 

Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  Vicksburg,  will  host  Heaven's  iv'^  ^  -Wiau  wi 
will  hold  a  reception  honoring  Hal  Gates ancTHell's Flames, June 3-5  iJCC  W  mi 

Kitchens,  pastor,  on  June  10  from  3  p.m.-5  at  7  p.m.  Admission  is  free, 
p.m.  Kitcnens  recently  graduated  from  Nursery  and  children's  ministry 
Midwestern  Seminary  with  a  Doctor  of  provided.  For  more  information 
Family  Ministry  Degree.  call  (601)  631-0047. 

Calva^  Church,  Parchman,  will  hold  GAs,  RAs,  and  the  Kids  QM 

services  June  3  to  celebrate  relocation  to  Kollection  choir  of  First  Church, 
new  facilities  and  the  eleventh  anniversary  Terry,  recently  collaborated  for  a 
of  the  church.  A  potluck  dinner  on  the  comibined  recognition  service  and 
grounds  will  begin  at  5:30  p.m.  followed  by  spring  musical  program.  The 

a  6:30  p.m.  service.  W.D.  IGrk,  retired  asso-  evening  began  with  me  GA/RA 

ciational  missions  director,  will  bring  the  recogmtion  service  led  \)y  Ruby  GAs,  RAs,  and  the  Kids  Kollection  choir  o 

message.  Members  of  the  Mississippi  Johns  and  Renee  Myers,  GA  lead- 

Baptist  Convention  Board,  North  Central  ers,  and  Randy  Dearman  and  Paul  Walker,  musical  program  Go,  Go  Jonah  under  the 

Association,  and  Mid-Delta  Baptist  RA  leaders.  The  service  continued  with  the  direction  of  Kimberly  Thompson. 


William  Carey  College  and  seats  may  be  reserved  by 
(WCQ  student  Kelly  James,  a  calling  (601)5^-6221.  The  admis- 
senior  dieatre  major  from  sitm  price  of  $20  includes  tire  buf- 
Meridian,  has  won  die  Kennedy  fet  meal,  show,  and  souvenir  pro- 
Center/ American  College  gram  book. 

Theatre  Festival's  (KC/ACI^ 

national  Barbizon  Award  in  The  accreditation  board  of 
Costume  Design.  Her  designs  the  National  Council  for  the 
were  for  WCCs  productkm  of  Accreditation  of  Teacher 
And  David  Danced.  For  the  ttiird  Education  (NCATE)  has  voted  to 
time  in  four  years,  a  WCC  stu-  continue  the  accreditation  of  the 
dent  has  claimed  die  nadcmal  Mississippi  College  (MC)  school 
prize  in  costume  design.  James  is  of  education  at  TOth  die  initial 
currendy  serving  as  costume 
technician  at  the  Utah 


LAS  VEGAS  (BP)  —  Gary 
Frost,  a  former  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  piastor  of  Rising  Star 
Baptist  Church  in  Youngstown, 

■  Ohio,  was 
elected 
unanimous¬ 
ly  by  North 
American 
Mission 
Board 
(  N  A  M  B  ) 
trustees  May 
9  to  serve  as 
vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  the 
agency's 
strategic  partnerships  group. 

The  position  gives  Frost 
administrative  oversight  of 
NAMB's  Strategic  Focus  Cities 
initiative,  which  directs  volun¬ 
teers  and  other  resources 
toward  evangelism  and  church 

filanting  efforts  in  the  nation's 
argest  metropolitan  areas. 

Also  elected  at  the  Las 
Vegas  meeting  to  serve  as 
NAMB  trustee  chairman  for 
the  coming  year  was  Ken 
Alford,  pastor  of  Bell  Shoals 
Church  in  Brandon,  Fla.,  and 
former  pastor  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


Ross  Johnson  has  assumed  Mississippi  College,  Johnson  is  Bill  Baile] 
duties  as  associate  pastor  of  a  ndtive  of  Marrero,  La.  as  associate 

music  and  administration  at  pastor  of 

Daniel  Memorial  Church,  Ken  Hall  has  resigned  as  Eastlawn 
Jackson,  >^i^ster  to  students  at  First  Church, 

effective  May  Church,  Columbus.  He  is  now  Pascagoula. 

2.  He  has  serving  as  minister  of  music  at  He  has 

served  as  part  Brownsville  Church,  served  as 

time  minuter  Brownsville,  Term.  minister  of 


Frost 


Sundays  and  Mondays,  June  14 
dirou^  30.  The  Taffetas,  a  musi¬ 
cal  revue  set  in  the  1950's,  will  be 
presented  July  10  throu^  21. 

Dinner  is  served  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
O.  L.  Quave  Theatre  on  the 
Hattie^urg  campus  of  WCC, 
and  the  performance  follows. 

The  box  office  is  open  10  a.m.-7  Church.  A 
p.m.  Monday  through  Saturday,  graduate  of 


Johnson 


PARK  PLACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PEARL,  MISSISSIPPI 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 


oeminary.  House  JvicL/onaiu  is  pasior. 

House  has 

pastured  churches  in  Alabama  Parkway  Church,  Houston, 
and  Mississippi.  has  called  Troy  Comer  as  min¬ 

ister  of  youth  and  education. 
Charles  Dampeer  has  been  His  previous  place  of  service 
called  as  interinipastor  for  First  was  Delray  Beach  Church, 
Church,  West  Point,  effective  Delray  Beach,  Fla.  Gregg 
May  20.  Thomas  is  pastor. 


General  Mortgage  Bonds 


baue  Date:  June  1,  2001 
Interest  Rates  Range 
fmm  6.00%  to  8.73% 


EARN 
UP  TO 


Bond  Maturity  Range  -  6  monttia  to  20  yoars.  Bonds  are  availabla  In 
muMplaa  of  $2S0.  Thoaa  bonds  may  be  placsd  in  self- 
dbscisd  rstbsmant  accounts  in  most  cases. 

Thij  Announcrment  It  neither  an  offer  nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  hny.  The  offer  it. 
made  otdy  try  protpectnt.  For  more  complete  information  ahota  this  bond  issue,  obtain  a 
prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the  particulars  of  this  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  tend  money.  All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  prior  tale. 

D|\/ac  For Addmonpl  htformphon  Contact 


ON  SALE  NOW! 

$16,995 

I  2001  Dodge  Caravan 


Mark  McNaaca 

Regional  Vice  President 

(800)  748-8877 

mincfiaa^faQnvasianvait.wiii 
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Family  Bible  Stlfdy 

Devoted  to  the  King 

Matthew  21:1-3, 6-16 


By  Kathy  Alford _ 

Searching  for  forgiveness. 
Searching  for  security  and 
peace.  Searching. 

Travel  with  me  to  first-centu¬ 
ry  Jerusalem  where,  we  are 
told,  we  will  find  what  we  seek 
in  the  Temple  by  making  sacri¬ 
fice  to  Jehovah  God. 

It  is  Passover  season,  the  day 
to  choose  a  Passover  lamo 
according  to  Jewish  law.  The 
setting  here  in  Jerusalem  is  hus¬ 
tle  and  bustle,  not  unlike  the 
twenty-first  century  we  just 
left.  one  stands  still  except  a 
lame  beggar,  Benjamin,  who 
appoints  nimself  as  our  guide 
at  the  Temple  gate. 

Even  more  chaos  reigns 
inside  the  Temple  as  money 
changers  and  merchants  hawk 
their  services.  Buyers  and  sell¬ 
ers  haggle.  Sacrificial  animals 
whimper  their  fear. 

Because  we  are  Gentiles, 


Benjamin  tells  us,  our 
worship  is  restricted  to 
this  place,  the  Court  of 
the  Gentiles,  which 
surrounds  the  inner 
courts  where  only  Jews  may  go. 
The  swarming  mass  shifts  us 
with  it  and  our  prayers  for  a 
perfect  sacrifice  go  unfinished 
as  we  struggle  to  simply 
remain  standing. 

"Who  is  in  charge  here?" 
we  wonder.  "How  do  wor¬ 
shippers  find  peace  in  this 
pandemonium? 

Passover  lamb  postponed, 
we  shoulder  our  way  to  the 
street.  People  are  wavmg  palm 
branches  and  chanting, 
"Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David," 
apparently  to  a  man  on  a  don¬ 
key  colt.  Benjcimin  interprets 
their  words. 

The  crowd,  he  explains,  is 
hailing  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a 
Jewish  rabbi,  as  their  Messiah 
who,  they  hope,  has  come  to 


save  dtem  horn  Roman 
domiftcition.  By  waving 
^ajm  branches  they 
amd  a  political,  nation¬ 
alistic  message  to  the 
governing  aumorities. 

Branches  whistle  in 
the  air,  in  rhythm  to 
urgent  hosannas.  "Save 
now!  Save,  we  beseech 
thee!  Redress  our  griev¬ 
ances,  and  give  us  help 
from  oppression!" 

Jesus  himself  is  sending  his 
own  message  by  fulfilling 
ancient  prophecies  concerning 
the  Messian:  "Behold,  your 
king  is  coming  to  you,  gentle, 
and  mounted  on  a  colt." 

"King?"  we  ask,  raising  eye¬ 
brows.  Surely  a  true  kmc 
would  enter  the  city  on  a  stal¬ 
lion,  not  a  beast  of  burden. 

TTie  scene  would  be  absurd 
were  it  not  for  Jesus'  regal  coim- 
tenance.  We  see  ageless  wisdom 
in  his  eyes  and  we  need  to 
know  more.  Jesus  observes  us 
and,  as  if  he  can  imderstand  our 
quest  and  the  cuudety  in  our 
spirits,  he  nods,  reaffirming  our 
need  to  do  what  is  required  of 
us.  Perhaps  this  rabbi  will  help 
us  find  a  way. 


Arrivii^  at  the  diaotk  outer 
court,  Jesus  dismounts  ai^rily, 
himing  over  metchants'  twles, 
casting  out  buyers  and  sdlers. 
"My  house  diall  be  called  a 
house  of  prayer,"  he  shouts. 

"Who  is  this  man  that  he 
confronts  the  Temple  auffiori- 
ties?"  we  wonder.  Bet^min 
again  explains  the  Scripture 
Jesus  has  quoted:  To  foreigners 
who  join  themselves  to  ffie 
Lord,  Cod  has  promised  ioy  in 
his  house  of  prayer,  and  meir 
sacrifices  will  be  acceptable. 

Jesus  bends  and  rescues  a 
small  lamb  trapped  under  a 
vendor's  table.  As  he  cradles 
the  lamb  in  his  powerful  arms, 
a  tear  courses  down  his  face. 
Time  stops.  The  tableau 
freezes.  Even  Benjamin's 
words  hover  in  ffie  stillness. 
"Behold,  the  Lamb  of  God  who 
takes  away  the  sin  of  the 
world!  .  .  .  This  is  My  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleasra." 

In  one  moment  of  recogni¬ 
tion,  we  kneel  before  Jesus. 
You  and  1  have  found  ah  we 
need:  our  security  and  our 
Passover  Lamb,  our  Lord  and 
our  King.  God  has  indeed 
made  us  joyful. 


What  of  die  crowd  demand¬ 
ing  heedom?  Jesus  did  free 
them,  not  from  temporary 
oppression  by  the  Rcnna^,  but 
hxrni  bondage  to  sin  Iw  offer¬ 
ing  himself  as  die  perf^  and 
final  Passover  lamb,  paying  for 
our  eternal  foipveness. 

He  rode  a  Mast  of  burden 
to  typi^  his  victorious  king¬ 
dom  of  love,  humility,  and 
service,  thus  liberating  nis  fol¬ 
lowers  from  defeating  self- 
centeredness. 

In  removing  the  frenzied 
chaos  from  the  Tenmle,  he 
freed  us  to  worship  God,  not 
under  the  curse  of  the  Law,  but 
in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Messianic  prophecy  was 
fulfilled  in  Jesus,  freeing  us  to 
know  him  as  our  Wonderful 
Counselor,  Mighty  God, 
Eternal  Fadier,  and  Prince  of 
Peace.  > 

In  our  freedoms,  let  us 
guard  against  misplaced 
expectations,  clamor,  and 
legalism  lest  we  in  turn 
become  stumbling  blocks  to 
another's  wor^p  and  so  once 
more  become  enslaved. 

Aifard  is  a  member  of  First 
Otumi,  McComh. 


Alford 


to  the  northeast  stand  up  on  the  back  of  my  ned(  or  the  »ns  of  l^ael,  though  die 
(Damascus),  to  the  because  at  the  time  I  dm  not  circumstances  diffieted,  me  sin 
southwest  (Gaza),  to  know  if  the  Uons  were  loose  or  was  die  same  —  utter  disregard 
the  northwest  (Tyre),  to  caged.  The  eimerience  healed  of  humane  treatment  for  others, 
the  southeast  (Moab,  me  understand  the  gravity  of  In  each  case  enumerated, 

Edom,  Ammon)  then  to  Amos'  words  and  the  reaction  Amos  made  it  obvious  diat  the 
the  kingdoms  of  Judah  of  die  hearers  who  were  often  cited  examples  were  not  isolat- 
and  Israel.  faced  with  lions  and  who  were  ed  ntuations.  "For  diree  sins, 

I  imagine  the  amens  usuallyeauipped  with  weapons  yea  for  four"  carries  the  idea 

_  were  going  imtil  he  came  that  would  require  very  dose  that  their  sinfulness  was  more 

The  studies  of  this  quarter  are  Israel  for  41  years.  Simmons  where  ^  people  lived  range  battle.  than  enou^  to  bring  die  Lord's 

of  Hosea  and  Amos.  Hosea  During  their  simul-  who  heard  his  message.  We  have  all  experienced  the  judgement, 

appears  in  the  Old  Testament  taneous  reigns  in  the  eighth  cen-  The  message  of  Amos'  unexpec^  loud  clap  of  thun-  'Ine  message  of  Amos  for  us 

before  Amos  but  the  Explore  tury  B.C.,  the  most  powerful  preaching  (1:2-5;  2:6-8).  The  der  that  jolted  us  from  what  we  tod^.  America  is  a  prosperous 

The  Bible  Series  uses  the  enemies  of  their  kingdoms  were  audience  changed  moods  from  were  doirffi  to  devote  our  atten-  nation.  Durir^  times  or  pros- 

chronological  order  for  the  in  a  state  of  declining  power,  friendly  to  hostile  as  Amos  tion  to  what  was  happening  perity,  it  is  easier  to  move  away 

study.  Though  both  prophets  This  fact  contributed  to  the  abil-  moved  around  from  location  to  outside.  Amos  was  getting  their  from  the  teachings  of  the  Lord 

ministered  in  the  same  century,  ity  of  both  the  Southern  and  location.  But  give  Amos  his  due,  attention  for  what  was  comir^  on  how  we  are  to  treat  offier 

Amos'  preaching  preceded  that  Northern  Kingdoms  to  prosper,  he  set  the  tone  of  his  messages  next  in  his  message.  people.  It  seems  nodiing  for  a 

of  Hosea.  Amos  was  a  §Jiep«erd  by  by  savdng  "the  Lord  roars"  and  Amos  introduced  eadi  ora-  Middle-eastern  country  to  use 

The  setting  of  Amos'  min-  vocation  with  a  side  business  of  "the  Lord  thunders."  '  cle  with  tfie  words  "tfiis  is  what  biological  weapons  against  peo- 

istry  (1:1).  Although  God  is  dressing  sycamore-fig  trees  These  terms  were  fearsome  the  Lord  says."  This  was  his  pie  of  their  own  country, 

supral^torical  (above  history  or  (Amos  7:14).  His  resume  is  not  to  the  original  hearers.  The  authority  for  what  he  was  Almost  weddy  in  America,  we 

time),  he  always  reveals  himself  impressive.  Once  again,  God  lion's  roar  became  a  sound  of  about  to  say.  He  did  not  ^leak  hear  that  schod  children  have 

to  man  in  history  (time)  for  man  piclced  a  most  unlikely  person  fear  for  me  in  Africa.  One  mom-  what  he  thought  or  what  some  diot  others  because  tiiey  were 

exists  in  time  find  mattCT.  tor  an  important  job.  God  is  ing,  I  stepped  out  on  my  hotel  other  human  told  him,  but  ai^ry  about  something  those 

Amos  lived  at  a  specific  date  more  impressed  by  a  person's  room  terrace  in  Ethiopia  to  authoritatively  and  powerfully,  persons  did  to  diem, 

and  in  a  specific  place.  He  was  relaticMiship  with  him  and  their  experience  die  town  waking  by  he  announced  the  sins  of  die  Amo^  mess^etohisday  and 
influenced  by  his  situation  in  willingness  to  obey  than  what  smelling  die  morning  emcT  lis-  people  who  were  about  to  to  ours  is  diat  God  will  not  hedd 

life  as  all  humans  have  been,  th^  oo  or  have  in  ufe.  tening  to  die  sound.  receive  the  judgement  of  GexI  die  sinner  guildess  for  ill  treat- 

The  Scripture  tells  us  that  The  audience  of  Amos'  I  will  never  forget  die  feeling  for  their  sins.  meid  of  the  people  he  created. 

Amos  preached  during  the  preaching.  Amos  begins  to  I  had  when  I  heard  lions  roar-  In  every  case,  whether  die  Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hebron 
reigns  of  Uzziah  who  ruled  address  his  audience  by  going  ing.  The  sound  made  the  hair  sins  of  a  neighborii^  kii^dom  Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Treat  others  right 

Amos  1:1-5,  2:6-8 


By  Harold  Simmons 


Judah  for  52  years  and 
Jeroboam  who  ruled 


Can  Gays  change? 

Psychiatrist  Robert  Spitzer,  aprofeswr  at  Cohunbia  University  led  a  charge  in  1973 
to  have  homosexuality  changed  horn  a  mental  disorder  to  mental  soundness.  Earlier 
this  month  Dr.  Spitzer  presented  a  study  to  tfve  American  Psychiatric  Association  argu- 
m^l^t  some  "highly  motivated"  homosexuals  can  change  to  a  heterosecual  lifestyle. 

Ihe  gay  (x>mmuiuty  alc^  with  some  of  his  colleagues  has  denounced  him  and  his 
work  due  to  the  fact  rat  it  does  not  fit  die  "homosecual  agenda."  Yet  he  is  the  same 
researcher  aiHl  scholar  who  was  applauded  28  years  ago.  ^  being  gay  a  'curse'  or  a 
'choice'?"  "Can  a  gay  change?"  The  fact  is  many  have  and  there  are  organizations  diat 
reach  out  to  dris  segment 
of  our  scxiety.  Some  of 
these  organizations  are: 

National  Organization 
for  Research  and  Therapy 
of  Homosexuality 

Excxius  International 
North  America 

Focus  on  the  Family 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Ex- 
Cays 

Evergreen  International 

Transforming 
Congregations 


International  Healing 
Foundation 

Jonah  (jews  Offering 
New  Alternatives  to 
Jiomosexuality)  y. 

Love  in  ActiofT 


GAYDAt 


Promotion  of  the 
Homosexual  Agenda 

Through  Politics 

Hate  Crime  legislation  was  designed  to  create  stiffer  penalties  for  those  who 
commit  violent  crimes  based  on  race  or  sexual  preference. 

When  a  21  year-old  gay  man  from  Wyoming,  Matthew  Shepard,  was  killed,  the 
terrible  event  made  front-page  news  and  the  cover  of  TIME  magazine  in  October 
1998.  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  and  R^resentative  Richard  Gephardt  were  among 
the  politicians  who  appeared  with  Hollywood  stars  like  Ellen  Degeneres  at  a  can¬ 
dlelight  vigil  on  Capitol  Hill  to  mourn  Mr.  Siepard's  death  and  demand  new  hate 
crimes  laws  to  protect  homosexuals. 

The  next  year,  a  13  year-old  boy  nctmed  Jesse  Dirkhising  was  drugged,  boimd, 
gagged  with  his  own  vmderwear,  raped,  and  tortured  by  two  homosexual  men.  The 
seventh  grader  died  of  asphyxiation.  There  were  no  Hollywood  celebrities  on 
hand,  no  candlelight  vigil,  no  New  York  Times  story,  no  Asscxiated  Press  story,  no 
jxiwerful  Washin^on  lobby  for  new  federal  laws  to  punish  sucdi  crimes. 

Have  we  come  to  a  time  when  the  media  elite  is  imwilling  to  publicize  crimes 
committed  by  homosexuals  because  these  atrocities  don't  suit  their  agenda? 

Source:  Baptist  Press,  414/01,  and  TlME.com 

Through  Media 

The  following  TV  shows  contain  or  contained  pro-homosexual  characters  or  content: 


Queer  as  Folk 

Show 

Just  Shoot  Me 

NBC 

Ally  McBeal 

Fox 

The  Simpsons 

Fox 

Boston  Public 

Fox 

Spin  City 

ABC 

ER 

NBC 

Will  and  Grace 

NBC 

Gideon's  Crossing 

ABC 

Law  and  Order 

NBC 

SNL 

NBC 

Titus 

Fox 

The  West  Wing 

NBC 

Dharma  and  Greg 

ABC 

Drew  Carey 

ABC 

Source:  AFA  Journal,  1/2001 

These  books  and  documentaries  are  being  targeted  to  children  to  promote 
acceptance  of  the  homosexual  agenda: 

Heather  Has  Two  Mommies 
Daddy's  Roommate 

What  If  Someone  I  Know  Is  Gay?  Answers  to  Questions  about  Cay  and  Lesbian  People 

That's  a  Family 

Source:  AFA  journal  1/2001 

Through  Schools 

California  laws  like  AB  1785  encourage  appreciation  of  "diversity"  while  AB 
1931  allows  students  to  be  taken  on  field  trips  to  educate  them  on  "tolerance  and 
prejudice."  AB  1785  will  promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality  by  shaping  the 
attitudes  of  school  children. 

Source:  Education  Reporter  2/01 

The  school  board  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  will  appoint  a  full-time  counselor  for 
gay  and  lesbian  students  to  help  with  their  studies  and  problems  in  coping  with 
harassment  and  ignorance. 

Source:  Clarion  Ledger  2/28/01 

Southern  Methodist  University  (SMU)  will  offer  same-sex  benefits  (medical  and 
reduced  tuition)  beginning  next  year.  According  to  Dr.  Morgan  Olson,  ^ce- 
President  for  Business  and  Finance,  the  benefits  pl^  was  simply  a  good  business 
decision  that  will  allow  SMU  to  remain  competitive  for  tw  teaching  talent. 

Source:  Clarion  Ledger  2/01 


The  Gav,  Lesbiaiv  aiul  Straight  Education 
Network  (GLSEN)  is  perhaps  me  most  well 
organized  arxl  pot^t  of  the  entire  homosexual 
activist  groi^.  In  just  under  a  decade,  GLSEN 
has  grown  TOm  its  organizational  infimcy  in 
Massachusetts  to  include  70  school  districts 
nationwide,  overseeing  nearly  700  "ga 
dent  groups  in  46  states.  GL^N  has  ' 
neai^  feariess  in  its  mission  to  erase  "homo- 
jihcbia  aixl'hetaosexisiii"  from  public  schods. 

Source:  AFA  Journal  5/01 


ine  L>ay,  Lesoian, 
Network  (GLSEN)  is 
orgariized  arxl  pot^t 


LifeWayLINK 
to  offer  free 
Internet  sites 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
LifeWayLINK,  the  Internet 
hosting  service  for  ministries 
offered  by  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  has 
expanded  to  offer  free, 
advanced  websites  for 
Southern  Baptist  associations. 

Each  local  association  is 
entitled  to  a  professionally 
developed  site  with  20  pages, 
15  MB  of  space,  an  e-mail 
account,  advanced  design 
templates,  and  additional  fea¬ 
tures.  Associations  may  add 
extra  pages  and  e-mail 
accounts  for  nominal  fees. 

For  more  information  call 
toll-free  (888)  408-5580.  The 
LifeWayLINK  website  is 
www.lifewaylink.com. 


Revitalization  being  launched  at  Ridgecrest 


By  ChaHes  Marx 
copyright  1999 


UAK  EWNLN  UANFW- 
PHAY  NUHK  LAXT  XRWS, 
XRWQ  XRUX  UPW 

FRTOW  AWWK  ATX  U 
CRQNHIHUA;  VLX  XRWQ 
XRUX  UPW  NHIM. 

OLMW  JHZW:XRHPXQ- 
TAW 

Clue:  U  =  A 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Ezra  Seven:  Ten. 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Phase  one  of 
revitalization  pla^  for  LifeWay  Ri^ecrest 
(N.C.)  Center  and  for  LifeWay  CHorieta 
(N.M.)  Conference  Center  was  launched 
during  a  breakfast  and  groundbreaking 
ceremony  May  15  for  a  new  hotel  <md  con¬ 
ference  center  space  at  Ridgecrest. 

LifeWay  Chnsti<m  Resources  of  the 
Soutihem  Baptist  Convention  owns  and 
operates  both  centers. 

Upon  its  completicm  in  die  svimmer  of 
2002,  an  ^.5  million  hotel  at  Rideecrest  will 
have  120  guestrooms  and  several  thouscind 
square  feet  of  conference  and  breakout  space. 

At  die  end  of  the  15-year  renovation 
plan,  older  buildings  wiU  be  placed  witii 
five  new  hotels.  The  hotels  will  range  from 
economy  to  premium  quality.  Other  plans 
call  for  rerouting  the  wdgecrest  entrance 
the  moimtain  around  me  new  Rudand 
Qiapel,  now  under  construction. 


r  i 


tike  Arrington,  vice  president  of 
LifeWay's  corporate  affairs  division, 
showed  175  guests  attending  the  event  a 
copy  of  the  master  plan  for  the  15-year 
revitalization  and  now  it  will  affect 
Ridjgecrest. 

'^dgecrest  and  Glorieta  are  by  far  die 
two  largest  Christian  conference  center  facil¬ 
ities  in  me  nation.  We  can  serve  almost  twice 
the  number  of  guests  any  other  conference 
center  in  the  country  can  serve,"  he  said. 

LifeWay  is  a  nonprofit  orgcuiization  and 
has  never  received  any  contributions  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
Arrington  said. 

"Never  in  our  history  have  we  received 
any  Cooperative  Program  money,"  he 
emphasized.  "Those  funds  go  to  missions. 
For  that  reason,  we  do  seek  donations  from 
individuals  and  others  who  would  have  an 
interest  in  our  ministry  and  what  we  are 
doirg  in  this  revitalization  program. 

"Tnat  includes  grant-making  founda¬ 
tions  that  can  help  us  make  die  improve¬ 
ments  that  we  ncM  to  make." 

The  projects  presently  imder  construc¬ 


tion  come  out  of  the  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  budget. 

Arrington  said,  "We  will  ask 
donors  to  contribute  to  diis  hotel,  as 
well  as  to  future  projects,  as  a  way  of 
honoring  or  memorializing  someone." 

Built  in  1907,  LifeWay  Ridgecrest 
Conference  Center  has  nostecl  more 
than  a  millicm  guests  at  its  mountain 
Icxration  in  its  aunost  1(X)  years. 

LifeWay  Preadent  James  T.  Draper 
Jr.  told  die  group  that  Ridgecrest  nas 
had  a  lone  history  with  the  Black 
Mountain,  N.C.,  area,  and  he  called 
Ridgecrest  a  "gcxxl  neighbor,"  citing! 
the  economic  unpact  me  conference 
center  has  had  on  die  area. 

"We  have  90  area  residents  who  work 
here  duri^  the  year,  and  die  Buncombe' 

County  'murism  and  Development 
OfBce  reports  diat  each  year  people 
attending  Ridgecrest  contribute 
$36,253,9^  to  the  eccsiomy  of  this  area. 

"Ihat  is  not  a  small  contributkxw 
The  dollars  spent  at  Ridgecrest  reduce 
the  local  tax  burden  by  fe50,000." 

A  major  part  of  the  revitalization  at 
Ridgecrest  mcludes  the  remcxleling  of 
existing  buildings.  IXuing  the  imtial 
phase  of  renovations,  improvements 
will  be  made  to  areas  used  by  guests. 

Technology  improvements,  fully 
remcxlelecl  classrooms,  new  paint, 
wallpaper,  carpet,  tiling,  windows,  long  resident  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  and  owner  of  the 
and  doors  are  among  changes  planned  Wilcox  travel  agency,  speaks  with  James  T.  Draper 
for  classrooms.  Jr.,  president  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 

Other  improvements  will  be  made  Wilcox  and  Draper  were  at  Ridgecrest,  N.C.,  for 
to  restrooms,  hallways,  entrances,  and  the  announcement  and  groundbreaking  of  Phase  I 
rcxifs  cm  several  classroom  buildings,  of  the  revitalization  plan  for  LifeWay  Ridgecrest 

The  first  new  constructkm  in  27  years  Conference  Center.  (Photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 
at  Ridgecrest  began  March  23  witii  con- 


FUTURE  Vision  —  Glenn  Wilcox  (left),  life- 


struction  of  the  30Oseat  Rutland  Chapel, 
given  by  the  Rutiand  Family  Foundation, 
whkh  provided  a  $1  millicm  ^fL 

The  Rutlrmd  family  operates  Decatur, 
Ga.,  -based  Allied  Holdings. 

For  information  about  how  individuals. 


churches,  corporations,  and  foundations 
can  be  a  part  of  tiiis  revitalization  program, 
ccmtact  Stacey  Owens  by  phone  at  (615) 
251-3878,  by  e-mail  at  sta^.owensQlife- 
way.com  or  by  mail  at  12/  9th  Avenue 
North,  Nashville,  TN  37234-0189. 


NAME  television  project  released  to  NBC  stations 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Golf  fons  will  get  a  look  at  some 
of  the  sport's  t^  players,  includ¬ 
ing  the  soiuce  of  spiritual 
strength  that  ke^  titem  success¬ 
ful  even  when  their  golf  game  is 
rK>t,  in  a  new  television  program 
prciduced  by  the  i)umem 
raptist  North  American  Missicm 
Board  (NAMB). 

Makir^  the  Turn,  produced 
^  NAMB  in  partnership  with 
Dallas-based  VisionQuest 
Conununications  Group,  was 
distributed  to  NBC  network 
affiliates  May  22  cis  part  of  the 
Horizons  of  the  Spint  religious 
prc^anuning  senes. 

'^e  take  popular  profes¬ 
sional  golfers  and  show 
glimp^  of  their  personal  lives, 
mcluding  some  of  the  private 
struggles  and  challenges 
they^ve  gone  through,"  said 
Martin  Coleman,  director  of 
production  for  NAMB's  broad¬ 
cast  communications  group. 

"We  show  how  their  faith  in 
Gcxl  is  an  essential  part  of  their 
makeup,  both  personally  and 
competitively,  and  as  these 
players  share  their  stories,  the 
natural  outgrowth  of  that  is  a 
description  of  how  people  can 
come  to  know  Christ,"  he  said. 

The  title  for  the  special  is 
"based  on  the  point  in  ar  round  of 


golf  when  golfers  begin  the 
return  to  tiie  clubhouse,  often 
after  the  first  nine  holes. 

In  an  except  finm  the  pro¬ 
gram,  Larry  Nuze,  1986  Master's 
champion,  states:  "The  front  nine 
goes  out  You're  heading  out  and 
mere's  no  real  destination.  WeU, 
(mce  you  make  tiie  turn,  now 
you're  headed  back  in.  You 
know  you're  headed  home. 

"Well  for  me,  ttie  ftont  nine 
was  prior  to  1986. 1  was  headed 


out  I  really  wasn't  sure  of  where 
I  was  going.  But  cmce  I  made  the 
turn  and  accepted  Jesus  Christ 
as  my  Lord  and  Savior,  tiien  I 
knew  where  I  was  headed.  I 
know  where  I'm  going  and  I 
have  a  great  final  destination." 

Otiier  golfers  profiled  in  tiie 
special  include  Tom  Lehman, 
Janzen,  Bernhard  Langer, 
Paul  Stankowski,  Scott 
Simpson,  Steve  Jones,  Aaron 
Baddeley,  and  La^  Nelsrm. 


JONES  JOINS  IN  —  Steve  Jones  Is  one  of  the  pro  golfers  featured 
in  a  new  television  program  produced  by  the  North  African 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  that  will  air  on  NBC  affiliates  beginning  later 
.this  month.  (Photo  courtesy  of  NAMB)  ' 


Making  the  Turn  is  the  tiiird 
collaboration  between  NAMB 
and  VfisionQuest  and  is  similar 
in  format  to  die  previous  pro¬ 
ductions  Driving  Force  and 
H(^  Heroes. 

Tm  productions  begin  with 
athletes  talking  about  the  techni¬ 
cal  aspects  or  what  it  takes  to 
succeed.  Then  they  discuss  s<»ne 
of  the  adversities  and  intense 
pressures  they  have  faced. 

Golfers  share  how  their  sur¬ 
render  to  a  relationship  with 
Christ  helped  them  "make  die 
turn"  in  meir  own  lives,  and 
how  tiiat  relation^p  has  iidhi- 
enc^  their  lives. 

I«arry  Nelson,  one  of  the 
longtime  Christian  leaders  on 
^  tour,  says  man  was  created 
to  have  a  relationship  witii 
GckL  "That  is  tiie  only  way  we 
are  going  to  be  truly  Happy,"  he 
saicL  "bathing  else  will  fill  that 
void  in  your  lue  other  tiian  tiiat 
relationship  with  Jesus  Chri#." 

Ek  Clay,  television  marking 
associate  for  NAMB,  said  tiiat 
while  the  special  is  made  avail¬ 
able  to  all  ICKal  NBC  affiliates, 
stations  decide  when  tiiey  will 
be  aired.  In  the  past,  ^e  sug¬ 
gested,  contacts  cuectly  to  local 
prograriuning  managers  have 
been  effective  in.iiwuencing 
fiivorable  air  times. 
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